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Inorganic Chemistry of the Transition Elements, Volume 4, Spzciaiist Periodi- 
cal Reports, Senior Reporter, Dr. B.F.G. Johnson, The Chemical Society, 
London, February 1976, Price $27 (U.S. $74.25). 

This book represents the latest issue in the series dealing with the transition 
elements and covers transition metal chemistry including Lanthanides and 
Actinides for the period October 1973 to September 1974. Individual chap- 
ters deal with the early transition metals, and chemistry of the first transition 
period from manganese to copper, the chemistry of the noble metals, and the 
chemistry of scandium, yttrium, the Lanthanides and Actinides. There is also 
an additional chapter devoted to zinc, cadmium, and mercury, with a subsec- 

tion dealing with biological aspects of these metals. The senior reporter notes 
that the various contributors have attempted to be comprehensive and have 
tabulated a great deal of material, for clarity of presentation. The book is over 
500 pages long, well-illustrated and well-referenced_ Like it’s predecessors it 
possesses an author index but not a subject index. It is obligatory bedtime 
reading for any transition metal chemist. 

This reviewer is concerned, however, about the escalation of the price of 
these journals which is high even for Fellows of the Cnemical Society who ob- 
tain a special rate. One wonders whether science would not be better served 
by the publication of a shorter less expensive report which was less compre- 
hensive and more critical. With the advent of computerized scientific retrieval 
services, it no longer seems so necessary to have comprehensive reviews which 
include material of doubtful validity or of doubtful value. 
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